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1. Introduction and context to the study  

The National Planning Policy Framework 2018 (NPPF) allows local communities, 
through local and neighbourhood plans, to identify for special protection green areas 
of particular importance to the local community. By designating land as Local Green 
Space local communities are able to protect against inappropriate development other 
than in very special circumstances. As part of the Colerne Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) process, the Steering Group aimed to provide a parish 
wide, consistent approach by which spaces could be considered as potential Local 
Green Spaces. A space will only be considered appropriate for Local Green Space 
designation where it is shown to be demonstrably special and of particular 
significance to the local community. Not all green spaces will be suitable for this type 
of designation.  
 
The study assessed 25 spaces for possible designation as Local Green Spaces and 
evaluated that only 2 potentially met the criteria as potential local green spaces within 
the Colerne Neighbourhood Plan area. These are the spaces which have been taken 
forward to the next stage of consultation (outlined below in Section 4 (Assessment 6) 
and in Appendix 1).  
 
The following information can be found within this draft report: 

● An explanation of the process followed by the Steering Group to 
identify potential Local Green Space designations. 

● The criteria for designating Local Green Spaces. 
● The methodology followed to assess suggested Local Green Spaces, 

and explanation of the current stage of work. 
● Detailed assessment forms for each of the spaces considered for 

Local Green space designation. 
 

2. Identification Process 
 
In October 2017, A Local Green Spaces workshop was convened, during which 24 
possible Local Green Spaces were identified.. The workshop used maps, local 
knowledge and the Parish Council assets register to compile the list of possible sites. 
An assessment process to evaluate each site and make decisions about which ones 
to take forward to the next stage was conducted. The workshop considered sites 
against the local green spaces criteria (see section 3) and other factors such as 
current level of protection, usage and whether, in the time available, it would be 
possible to demonstrate that a site was special to the local community. A full record 
of the process undertaken to date is included in Appendix 1. 

3. Local Green Spaces Criteria 
 
A space proposed as Local Green Space must meet the criteria set out within the 
NPPF. It must meet all the following criteria: 
 

● Demonstrably special to the local community; 
● Reasonably close proximity to the community served; 
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● Local in character and not an extensive tract of land; and not an area 

with extant planning permission within which the Local Green Space 
could not be accommodated. 

 
The land must hold particular local significance for at least one of the following 
reasons: 

● Beauty 
● Historic significance 
● Recreational value 
● Tranquillity 
● Wildlife 

 
Designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent with national and local 
planning policy for sustainable development; and complement investment in sufficient 
homes, jobs and other essential services. 
 
Sites which are not appropriate for designation are: 

● Education and school sites. 
● Highway land and verges. 
● Ecclesiastical land. 
● Sites which already have planning permission for development. 

 

4. Assessment Methodology 
 
The following methodology was used to provide a clear framework for assessment of 
suggested Local Green Spaces.  
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Assessments 1 – 4 determine whether suggested spaces are suitable for designation 
based on their planning status, their proximity to the community which they serve, 
whether they are protected under alternative designations and whether they are 
considered to be an extensive tract of land. 
 
Sites which pass Assessments 1 – 4 will progress to detailed Assessment 5 to 
determine whether the space has been shown to be demonstrably special to a local 
community. 
 
Where one or more of the criterion within Assessment 5 are met, the space will 
progress to Assessment 6. 
 
Spaces passing assessments 1 – 6 will be considered for Local Green Space 
designation within the context of wider local planning objectives. The NPPF states 
that identifying land as Local Green Space should be consistent with the local 
planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient 
homes, jobs and other essential services. The NPPG also states that Local Green 
Space designations should not be used in a way that undermines the aims of plan 
making. 
 
As such, the decision to designate Local Green Space will be taken alongside 
decisions to allocate land for development, (e.g. for housing, employment or other 
commercial need), within the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. The decision to 
designate areas for Local Green Space requires a balanced approach, considering 
all relevant criteria and needs within the district. This document forms part of the 
evidence base for the Colerne Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan group are currently undertaking work for Assessments 5 & 
6 above. Evidence collection is underway to determine whether the spaces 
considered as potentially suitable for designation are demonstrably special to the 
community. The next stage of this process also involves formal consultation with the 
landowner.  
 

5. Summary of Recommendations  
(n.b this summary is subject to change pending further evidence collected) 
 
The following table summarises the assessment results so far: 

 
No.  Suggested 

Local Green 
Space 

Initial View on 
Designation 

Explanation 

LGS1  
Colerne 
Recreation 
Ground 

Not Recommended 

The site is already protected due to 
its location within the Green Belt and 
AONB. The designation could have 
unintended negative consequences 
prohibiting future development and 
improvement of the recreational 
facilities on site. 
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LGS2 
Green Lane / 
Cleeves 
Avenue 

Not Recommended 
The site is already protected due to 
its location within the Green Belt and 
AONB. It is also adjacent to open 
land to the west and south.  

LGS3 Martins Croft 
Playground Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB. The site 
is already protected as it is registered 
as a community asset. 

LGS4 
Colerne 
Common & 
Wellhead 

Not Recommended 

The site is already protected due to 
its location within the AONB, and 
Conservation Area. It is also within 
the setting of the The Wellhead 
(Grade II Listed).  

LGS5 Pinewood 
Playground 

Subject to further 
evidence collected, 
could be 
recommended 

The site is within the AONB. It is the 
only open recreational space within 
the built up area and is well used by 
the general public.  

LGS6 
Northwood 
Football, Play 
and Open Area  

Subject to further 
evidence collected, 
could be 
recommended 

The site is within the AONB. It is the 
only open recreational space within 
the built up area and is well used by 
the general public. 

LGS7 Elm Road / 
Palm Road Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB. The land 
is bounded by roads and not 
considered locally significant by the 
Steering Group.  

LGS8 
Doncombe 
Lane, 
Southwood 

Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB and is 
bounded to the eastern edge by a 
protected verge, and not considered 
locally significant by the Steering 
Group.  

LGS9 Lime Road / 
Poplar Way Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB. The land 
is bounded by roads, and not 
considered significant by the Steering 
Group.  

LGS10 Colerne 
Allotments Not Recommended 

The site is  already protected by its 
location within the Green Belt and 
AONB. These statutory Allotments 
are protected by the 1922 Allotments 
Act.  

LGS11 Frank’s Wood Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB.. It is also 
a large area at the edge of the built 
settlement. The site is owned by the 
Woodland Trust and is protected as a 
charitable asset.  

LGS12 

Walmsley 
Memorial, War 
Memorial and 
Cross Tree 

Not Recommended 

The site is already protected due to 
its location within the AONB and the 
Conservation Area. The Walmesbury 
Memorial and the War Memorial are 
Grade II Listed monuments.  

LGS13 
Colerne Park 
and Monks 
Wood  

Not Recommended 

The site is already protected due to 
its location within the AONB and is 
designated as a county wildlife site. 
The site is owned by the Woodland 
Trust and is protected as a charitable 
asset. 
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LGS14 
St. John’s 
Church 
Cemetery 

Not Recommended 
The site is within the AONB and the 
church is a listed building. The site is 
Ecclesiastical land therefore not 
appropriate for designation. 

LGS15 
Evangelical 
Church 
Cemetery 

Not Recommended 
The site is within the AONB, and is 
Ecclesiastical land therefore not 
appropriate for designation.  

LGS16 
Footpath 
Network & 
Watercourses 

Not Recommended 
The footpaths and watercourses are 
a network within the AONB as 
opposed to a locally identifiable 
space for designation. 

LGS17 Roman Villa 
Site Not Recommended 

This is a site is within the AONB and 
is of archaeological value. Could 
instead be protected by a historic 
environment / heritage NDP policy 
(TBC as NDP work progresses) 

LGS18 WW2 Bunker Not Recommended 
The site is within the AONB could 
instead be protected by a historic 
environment / heritage NDP policy 
(TBC as NDP work progresses) 

LGS19 

Thickwood 
Estate: 
Woodlea / 
Thickwood 
Lane 

Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB. The site 
is owned by the Thickwood Estate 
Management Company and is 
protected by a covenant. Not 
considered locally significant by the 
Steering Group.  

LGS20 

Thickwood 
Estate: 
Hillcrest / 
Valley Way 

Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB. The site 
is owned by the Thickwood Estate 
Management Company and is 
protected by a covenant. Not 
considered locally significant by the 
Steering Group.  

LGS21 
Colerne 
Primary School 
Playground 

Not Recommended 
The site is within the AONB. It is 
owned by the school, and so not 
appropriate for designation.  

LGS22 Thickwood 
Football Area Not Recommended 

The site is within the AONB. The site 
is owned by the Thickwood Estate 
Management Company and is 
protected by a covenant.  

LGS23 Colerne Rugby 
Football Club Not Recommended 

The site is on the edge of settlement, 
and in the AONB. The designation 
could have unintended negative 
consequences prohibiting future 
development and improvement of the 
recreational facilities on site. 

LGS24  
Colerne 
Primary School 
Sports Ground 

Not Recommended 
The site is within the AONB. It is 
owned by the school and so is not 
appropriate for designation.  

LGS25 Forrester 
Green Not recommended 

The site is within the AONB, and 
not considered locally significant 
by the Steering Group.  
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6. Full Assessment and Summary of Evidence  
 
Detailed assessment for each of the suggested local green spaces against the 
criteria set out in paragraphs 99-101 of the NPPF is given below.  
 

LGS1 – Colerne Recreation Ground – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Recreation Ground  
Site number LGS1 
Landowner Colerne Parish Council 

Description of green 
space 

Multi games and recreational area for community use, incorporating 
separate areas of different facilities. Games facilities include: Sports 
pavilion, full sized football pitch, Boules court, Volley ball court, 
5-a-side football pitch, tennis court, basket ball court. Recreational 
facilities include: skate park, adult outdoor gymnasium, children’s 
play park and picnic area. A small car park and community orchard 
is included in the grounds. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB, Green Belt 

Map 

 
LGS1 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves? 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Open land to the north and south.  

 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 

N/A 
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tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 
LGS1 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 

Do not designate. The site is already protected due to its location 
within the Green Belt and AONB. The designation could have 
unintended negative consequences prohibiting future development 
and improvement of the recreational facilities on site. 

 

LGS2 – Green Lane / Cleeves Avenue – Key Information 
Site name Green Lane / Cleeves Avenue 
Site number LGS2 

Landowner 
Submitted in the latest SHELAA by Bob Payne, also submitted 
under the local Call for Sites. Highways land owned by Wiltshire 
Council.  

Description of green 
space 

Part of a larger SHELAA submission for potential housing use. This 
potential LGS is only the area shown below. Triangular area of 
grass at the western edge of residential development, highway 
(between Green Lane Cleeves Ave) splits the site into two main 
areas. Stone wall at the southern boundary. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB, Green Belt 

Map 

 
LGS2 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 
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2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

At the edge of the built settlement; open land to the west and south.  

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS2 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation Do not designate – the space is already protected as it is located 
within the Green Belt and AONB. 

 

LGS3 – Martins Croft Playground – Key Information 
Site name Martins Croft Playground 
Site number LGS3 
Landowner Colerne Parish Council 

Description of green 
space 

A small play facility designed for under 10s. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB, within settlement boundary 

Map 

 
LGS3 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
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1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes - small park, clearly bounded and surrounded by residential 
development and village Scout Hut. 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

Community volunteers are currently refurbishing the playground.  

LGS3 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. LGS designation could inhibit any potential future 
development of facilities on site. The space is already registered as 
a community asset.  

 

LGS4 – Colerne Common & Wellhead – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Common and Wellhead 
Site number LGS4 
Landowner Colerne Parish Council 
Description of green 
space 

Steeply sloped grass area located where Watergates and Eastrip 
Lane meet. Wellhead located to the south of site. Benches location at 
the north of the site, looking out on far reaching views over the valley.  

Existing planning 
designations 

AONB, within settlement boundary, Conservation Area, Grade II 
Listed Wellhead at southern boundary 
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Map 

 
LGS4 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes - the site is surrounded by highway. Open countryside lies to the 
north. 

 
 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS4 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. The space is already protected due to its location 
within the AONB, and Conservation Area. It is also within the setting 
of the Wellhead (Grade II Listed).  

 

LGS5 – Pinewood Playground – Key Information 
Site name Pinewood Playground 
Site number LGS5 
Landowner Wiltshire Council 
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Description of 
green space 

Informal, grassed open space situated in the centre of the pinewood 
housing estate used by the general public. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS5 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an 
extensive tract of 
land 

Yes - bounded on all sides by residential development. 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

Community evidence to be inserted 
 
 
 

LGS5 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation To come 

Landowner support 
/ objection To come 

Recommendation Subject to community evidence collected, could be recommended 
for designation. 

 

LGS6 – Northwood Football, Play and Open Area – Key Information 
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Site name Northwood Football, Play and Open Area 
Site number LGS6 
Landowner Ministry of Defence 

Description of green 
space 

Open grassed 'Childrens Games Area' with basketball hoop to 
north, with play facilities designed for under 10s. A few trees at 
edge near to Laurel Drive. 

Existing planning 
designations 

AONB. 
 
This space is included in site 3539 - land submitted in the Wiltshire 
SHELAA (2017). 
 

Map 

 
LGS6 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes - The site is bounded to the north and partially to the east by 
residential development. The Airfield abuts the area to the west.  

 
3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

Community evidence to be inserted  

LGS 6 - Next Steps 
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Landowner 
consultation To come 

Landowner support / 
objection To come 

Recommendation 
Within Azimghur Barracks. This space is included in site 3539 - land 
submitted in the Wiltshire SHELAA (2017). Subject to community 
evidence collected, could be recommended for designation. 

 

LGS7 – Elm Road / Palm Road – Key Information 
Site name Elm Road / Palm Road 
Site number LGS7 
Landowner Unknown, though the land adjacent to Highways is owned by Wiltshire 

Council.  
Description of green 
space 

Triangular space at the corner of Palm Road and Elm Road. A footpath 
runs north to south of the site.  

Existing planning 
designations 

AONB 

Map 

 
LGS7 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 
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3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS7 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation Do not designate. The site is within the AONB. The land is bounded by 
roads and not considered significant by the Steering Group.  

What other 
protection could the 
NDP offer? 

N/A 

 

LGS8 – Doncombe Lane, Southwood – Key Information 
Site name Doncombe Lane, Southwood 
Site number LGS8 
Landowner Ministry of Defence 
Description of green 
space 

Green area to the rear of houses on Elm Road and Hazel Way. Mature 
trees line the site to the east, acting as a boundary between the site 
and Duncombe Lane.  

Existing planning 
designations 

AONB 

Map 

 
LGS8 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 

Local Green Spaces Page 17 of 46 

Version D 



 

 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS8 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation The site is within the AONB and not considered locally significant by 
the Steering Group.  

 

LGS9 – Lime Road / Poplar Way – Key Information 
Site name Lime Road / Poplar Way 
Site number LGS9 
Landowner Unknown, although the Highways land is owned by Wiltshire Council.  

Description of green 
space 

Green triangular space at western edge of Northwood housing area. 
Trees and a bench.  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 
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Map 

 
LGS9 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 

LGS9 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation The site is within the AONB. The land is bounded by roads, and not 
considered locally significant by the Steering Group.  

 

LGS10 – Colerne Allotments – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Allotments 
Site number LGS10 
Landowner George Gifford 
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Description of green 
space 

Allotments accessible via Bath Road. Statutory Allotments likely to be 
designated in the 1922 Allotments Act 

Existing planning 
designations AONB, Green Belt 

Map 

 
LGS10 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

No, part of a larger tract of land 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 

LGS10 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. The allotments are not local in character. The space 
already protected due to its location within the Green Belt and AONB. 
These statutory Allotments are protected by the 1922 Allotments Act.  
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LGS11 – Franks Wood – Key Information 
Site name Franks Wood 
Site number LGS11 
Landowner Woodland Trust 

Description of green 
space 

Community wood at Eastrip, to west of Eastrip Lane. Used for 
recreation and education - small ‘outdoor classroom’ area at the centre 
of woodland. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS11 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

No 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 

LGS11 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 
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Recommendation Do not designate – the land is not local in character.  The site is owned 
by the Woodland Trust and is protected as a charitable asset.  

What other 
protection could the 
NDP offer? 

Could be better protected as part of the Green Infrastructure network 
policy.  

 

LGS12 – Walmsley Memorial, War Memorial and Cross Tree –  
Key Information 
Site name Walmsley Memorial, War Memorial and Cross Tree 
Site number LGS13 
Landowner Colerne Parish Council 

Description of green 
space 

Triangular, well maintained green space at centre of Market Place. 
Grade II Listed memorial surrounded by railings which edge the site. 
Bench. Raised grass area at Market Place, surrounded by Highway, 
Cross Tree and Grade II Listed War Memorial enclosed by low stone 
wall.  

Existing planning 
designations 

AONB, within Settlement Boundary and Conservation Area, Grade II 
Listed Walmsley Memorial and Surrounding Railings, Grade II Listed 
War Memorial. 

Map 

 
LGS12 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 
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3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A  
 
 
 

LGS12 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
The space is already protected by the Memorials Listing, and its 
location is within the Conservation Area. It is not considered that LGS 
designation would offer further protection than what is there already.  

What other 
protection could the 
NDP offer? 

The NDP could identify this site as a key landmark as part of the 
Character and Design work. 

 

 

LGS13 – Colerne Park and Monks Wood – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Park and Monks Wood 
Site number LGS13 
Landowner Woodland Trust 

Description of 
green space 

Ancient woodland running alongside river east of Thickwood, covering 
approx 47.48ha. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB. County Wildlife Site 
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Map 

 
LGS13 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity 
to the community 
it serves 

No 

2. Local in 
character and not 
an extensive tract 
of land 

No 
 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the 
local community 
and holds a 
particular 
significance, for 
example because 
of its beauty, 
historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational 
value (including 
as a playing 
field), or richness 
of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS13 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner 
support / 
objection 

N/A 

Recommendation 
The site is already protected due to its location within the AONB, and is 
designated as a county wildlife site. The site is owned by the Woodland 
Trust and is protected as a charitable asset. 
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LGS14 – St. John’s Church Cemetery – Key Information 
Site name St. John’s Church Cemetery 
Site number LGS14 
Landowner Bristol Diocese 

Description of green 
space Cemetery 

Existing planning 
designations 

AONB, within Settlement Boundary and Conservation Area, Listed 
Church 

Map 

 
LGS14 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 
 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS14 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 
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Recommendation Do not designate - National Policy states that designation of 
ecclesiastical land is not appropriate. 

 

LGS15 – Evangelical Church Cemetery – Key Information 
Site name Evangelical Church Cemetery 
Site number LGS15 
Landowner Unknown 

Description of green 
space Cemetery 

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS15 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 
 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
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LGS15 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation Do not designate - National Policy states that designation of 
ecclesiastical land is not appropriate.  

What other 
protection could the 
NDP offer? 

Ecclesiastical designation already affords the land protection. Could be 
mapped as part of a Green Infrastructure policy.  

 

LGS16 – Footpath Network & Watercourses – Key Information 
Site name Footpath Network & Watercourses 
Site number LGS16 
Landowner Varies 
Description of green 
space Footpath and watercourse network across the Parish.  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map N/A 
LGS16 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

N/A 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

N/A 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS16 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation Do not designate - the footpaths and watercourses are a network as 
opposed to a locally identifiable space for designation. 

What other 
protection could the 
NDP offer? 

Could be better protected under a green infrastructure / recreation / 
connectivity policy. 
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LGS17 – Roman Villa Site – Key Information 
Site name Roman Villa Site 
Site number LGS17 
Landowner Ministry of Defence 

Description of green 
space N/A 

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS17 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

N/A 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

N/A 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS17 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 
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Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. This space is within the AONB and is of 
archaeological value, could instead be protected by a historic 
environment / heritage NDP policy (TBC as NDP work progresses) 

 

LGS18 – WW2 Bunker – Key Information 
Site name WW2 Bunker 
Site number LGS18 
Landowner Unknown 

Description of green 
space Needs to be located  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map To come - needs to be located and drawn 
LGS18 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

N/A 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

N/A 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS18 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. The space is within the AONB could instead be 
protected by a historic environment / heritage NDP policy (TBC as 
NDP work progresses) 

 

LGS19 – Woodlea / Thickwood Lane – Key Information 
Site name Woodlea / Thickwood Lane 
Site number LGS19 
Landowner Unknown – Thickwood Estate Management Company? 

Local Green Spaces Page 29 of 46 

Version D 



 

 

Description of green 
space 

Triangular area at corner of Woodlea and Thickwood Lane. The 
western boundary and corner area is edged by low stone wall. A 
number of trees (range of ages). Bench at eastern corner of 
triangular area.  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS19 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS19 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. The space is within the AONB. The site is owned by 
the Thickwood Estate Management Company and is protected by a 
covenant. Not considered significant by the Steering Group.  
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What other 
protection could the 
NDP offer? 

Could be better included as part of the Green Infrastructure network 
around Thickwood Estate (landscapes roads, paths, verges and green 
spaces). Grass areas adjacent to highway could also be identified as a 
key characteristic in the Character and Design work for Thickwood.  

 

LGS20 – Thickwood Estate: Hillcrest / Valley Way – Key Information 
Site name Thickwood Estate: Hillcrest / Valley Way 
Site number LGS20 
Landowner TBC – Thickwood Estate Management Company? 

Description of green 
space 

Triangular grass space with 'Thickwood Estate' sign at entrance to 
residential area. Low stone wall at western boundary.  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS20 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Yes 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
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LGS20 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate. The site is within the AONB. The site is owned by the 
Thickwood Estate Management Company and is protected by a 
covenant. 

 

LGS21 – Colerne Primary School Playground – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Primary School Playground  
Site number LGS21 
Landowner Local Education Authority 

Description of 
green space 

Multi activities facility situated in bounds of the school, to the front and side 
of the main building. The ground is used exclusively by the primary school. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB, within settlement boundary 

Map 

 
LGS21 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in 
character and not 
an extensive tract 
of land 

Yes 
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3. Demonstrably 
special to the 
local community 
and holds a 
particular 
significance, for 
example because 
of its beauty, 
historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of 
wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS21 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner 
support / 
objection 

N/A 

Recommendation 

Do not designate. National planning policy gives great weight to the need 
to ensure sufficient school places are available; because of this, it is very 
unlikely that green spaces within school grounds, including playing fields, 
are suitable for Local Green Space designation.  

 

LGS22 – Thickwood Football Area – Key Information 
Site name Thickwood Football Area 
Site number LGS22 
Landowner Thickwood Estate Management Company 

Description of 
green space 

Triangular grass area at the centre of housing on Valley Way / 
Thickwood Lane.  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 
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Map 

 
LGS22 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in 
character and not 
an extensive tract 
of land 

Yes – bounded by residential development on all sides 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because 
of its beauty, 
historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS22 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner 
support / objection N/A 

Recommendation 
Do not designate - the site is within the AONB. The site is owned by the 
Thickwood Estate Management Company and is protected by a 
covenant. 

 

LGS23 – Colerne Rugby Football Club – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Rugby Football Club 
Site number LGS23 
Landowner Colerne Rugby Football Club 

Local Green Spaces Page 34 of 46 

Version D 



 

 

Description of green 
space 

Rugby / football playing field.  

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

 
LGS23 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in character 
and not an extensive 
tract of land 

Open land to the east. The Airfield is adjacent to the north.  

3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because of 
its beauty, historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 

LGS23 - Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support / 
objection N/A 

Recommendation 

Do not designate - the ground is edge of settlement, and in the AONB. 
The designation could have unintended negative consequences 
prohibiting future development and improvement of the recreation 
facilities on site. 
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LGS24 – Colerne Primary School Sports Ground – Key Information 
Site name Colerne Primary Sports Ground  
Site number LGS24 
Landowner Local Education Authority 

Description of 
green space 

Informal, grassed open space. 

 

Existing planning 
designations AONB, within settlement boundary 

Map 

 
LGS24 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity 
to the community 
it serves 

Yes 

2. Local in 
character and not 
an extensive tract 
of land 

Yes 

3. Demonstrably 
special to the 
local community 
and holds a 
particular 
significance, for 
example because 
of its beauty, 
historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational 
value (including 
as a playing 
field), or richness 
of wildlife 

N/A 
 
 
 

LGS24 - Next Steps 
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Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner 
support / 
objection 

N/A 

Recommendation 

Do not designate. National planning policy gives great weight to the 
need to ensure sufficient school places are available; because of this, it 
is very unlikely that green spaces within school grounds, including 
playing fields, are suitable for Local Green Space designation.  

 

LGS25 – Forrester Green – Key Information 
Site name Forrester Green  
Site number LGS25 
Landowner Wiltshire Council 

Description of 
green space 

Grassed area surrounded by footpath on three sides and parking 
spaces on north east side. 

Existing planning 
designations AONB 

Map 

LGS25 - Assessment against NPPF LGS Criteria 
1. In reasonably 
close proximity to 
the community it 
serves 

Yes 

2. Local in 
character and not 
an extensive tract 
of land 

Yes 
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3. Demonstrably 
special to the local 
community and 
holds a particular 
significance, for 
example because 
of its beauty, 
historic 
significance, 
tranquility, 
recreational value 
(including as a 
playing field), or 
richness of wildlife 

Used as a play area by local children  

LGS25- Next Steps 
Landowner 
consultation N/A 

Landowner support 
/ objection N/A 

Recommendation Do not designate. The space is within the AONB, and protected by a 
covenant. 

 

 

7. Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Full Process undertaken so far 

Stage Explanation Notes 

Long list (October 
2017) 

Steering group produced a long list of 
suggested possible Local Green 
Spaces.  
 

Section 6 of this report 
provides a summary and 
assessment of all spaces 
suggested for Local Green 
Space designation during the 
preparation of the plan. 

Short list (November 
– January 2017) 

An initial assessment was made of 
those on the long list against national 
policy criteria. Those that did not 
meet criteria in national planning 
policy were eliminated.  

 

Additional LGS 
nominations 
(January 2018) 

Additional potential Local Green 
Spaces were identified during the 
concurrent housing site identification 
and assessment process. These 
spaces were assessed against 
national policy criteria.  

Section 6 of this report 
provides a summary and 
assessment of all spaces 
suggested for Local Green 
Space designation during the 
preparation of the plan. 

Initial community 
evidence collection  
& consultation 
 
(April 2018) 

Public consultation on the initial short 
list at Exhibition held on 20.04.18 

See Appendix 2 for 
consultation material 
displayed at the Exhibition 
event.  

Further shortlisting 
January 2019 

The Steering Group further 
considered the spaces on the  
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shortlist, to eliminate spaces they 
considered to have adequate 
protection through other means, and 
include only those considered locally 
significant.  

Community 
consultation 
 
(January 2019) 

Letters and forms sent to 
neighbouring properties of LGS5 and 
LGS6. Online questionnaire set up to 
enable people to comment in various 
ways.  

See Appendix 3 for letters 
posted to nearby residents.  

Landowner 
notification (To 
come) 

  

Review, assessment 
and collation of 
evidence (To come) 

  

Regulation 14 
consultation (To 
come) 

  

 
 

 

Appendix 2 – Local Green Space consultation material displayed at Exhibition 20.04.18 
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Appendix 3 – Copies of letters sent to nearby residents to LGS5 and LGS6  
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January 2019   
Dear Resident, 
 
 
Local Green Space for Northwood Football and Children’s play areas 
 
I am writing to you as chair of the Colerne Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. As part of the 
development of the plan, the Steering Group and local people have suggested some small areas of 
land that they think could benefit from being designated in the plan as ‘Local Green Spaces’.  
 
Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against development for green 
areas of particular importance to local communities.   
 
The space we are proposing in your area is: the Northwood football and children’s play areas. (see map 
on the back of this page) 
 
The designation is very specific and so not all green spaces are appropriate to consider as Local Green 
Space. Where this is the case in Colerne, we are working to include these areas in the Neighbourhood 
Plan in other ways, such as protection via other legislation.  
 
As you are a local resident to this site we are asking you to complete the enclosed questionnaire, or 
online at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QCW5CP5, or by scanning the QR code at the top of the 
survey. 
 
So that your views are registered as evidence in this consultation. All nearby households are being 
consulted. If you know of others who use the space and may like to comment, you can copy this form 
for them or contact the secretary(above) for more copies. They can also go straight to the online 
survey. 
 
To meet the rigorous requirements of this process we need to know the views of those who value the 
site. According to national planning policy, sites must be “demonstrably special to a local community, 
and hold a particular local significance”. This significance is about whether a site is: 
 

•Beautiful (as locals see it) 
•Historically significant (can be in terms of very local history) 
•Valuable for recreation (anything from sports to informal dog walking) 
•Tranquil (mostly quiet) 
•Rich in, or important to, wildlife (not necessarily living on the site, but also using it, e.g. bats) 

 
To our knowledge there is no current intention to develop the site. Please let us know using the enclosed 
form, or via the online survey whether you feel this land meets any of the above criteria. 
 
If it proves to be highly valued, we shall contact the landowner who has a right to object to the 
proposal. The results will then be assessed by the independent Examiner who will eventually report on 
the Neighbourhood Plan. Evidence of the strength of local feeling is therefore crucial. 
 
Many thanks for taking the time to contribute to your community’s Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Jane Mellett. Chair of Colerne NPSG. 
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Local Green Spaces Questionnaire  
You can also complete this online at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QCW5CP5 or scan the QR 
code above. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Do you think the Northwood football and children’s play areas should be designated 
as a Local Green Space? 

⬜ Yes  
⬜ No 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Rate the site on a scale of 0 - 5  against the following criteria. 
0 = no significance and 5 = exceptional significance.  
 
Beauty (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Historical significance (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Value for recreation (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Value for Tranquility (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Rich in, or important to, wildlife (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Please write the significance of the following criteria based on local knowledge. 
 
Beauty __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Historical Significance ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Value for recreation _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Rich in/important to wildlife_______________________________________________________ 
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January 2019 
 
Dear Resident, 
 
Local Green Space for Pinewood Playground 
 
I am writing to you as chair of the Colerne Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. As part of the 
development of the plan, the Steering Group and local people have suggested some small areas of 
land that they think could benefit from being designated in the plan as ‘Local Green Spaces’.  
 
Local Green Space designation is a way to provide special protection against development for green 
areas of particular importance to local communities.   
 
The space we are proposing in your area is: the Pinewood Playground (see map on the back of this 
page) 
 
The designation is very specific and so not all green spaces are appropriate to consider as Local Green 
Space. Where this is the case in Colerne, we are working to include these areas in the Neighbourhood 
Plan in other ways, such as protection via other legislation.  
 
As you are a local resident to this site we are asking you to complete the enclosed questionnaire, or 
online at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WWF5JX8, or by scanning the QR code at the top of the 
survey. 
 
So that your views are registered as evidence in this consultation. All nearby households are being 
consulted. If you know of others who use the space and may like to comment, you can copy this form 
for them or contact the secretary(above) for more copies. They can also go straight to the online 
survey. 
 
To meet the rigorous requirements of this process we need to know the views of those who value the 
site. According to national planning policy, sites must be “demonstrably special to a local community, 
and hold a particular local significance”. This significance is about whether a site is: 
 

•Beautiful (as locals see it) 
•Historically significant (can be in terms of very local history) 
•Valuable for recreation (anything from sports to informal dog walking) 
•Tranquil (mostly quiet) 
•Rich in, or important to, wildlife (not necessarily living on the site, but also using it, e.g. bats) 

 
To our knowledge there is no current intention to develop the site. Please let us know using the enclosed 
form, or via the online survey whether you feel this land meets any of the above criteria. 
 
If it proves to be highly valued, we shall contact the landowner who has a right to object to the 
proposal. The results will then be assessed by the independent Examiner who will eventually report on 
the Neighbourhood Plan. Evidence of the strength of local feeling is therefore crucial. 
 
Many thanks for taking the time to contribute to your community’s Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
 
Jane Mellett 
Chair of Colerne NPSG. 
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Local Green Spaces Questionnaire  
You can also complete this online at: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WWF5JX8 or scan the QR 
code above. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Do you think the Pinewood Playground should be designated as a Local Green 
Space? 

⬜ Yes  
⬜ No 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Rate the site on a scale of 0 - 5  against the following criteria. 
0 = no significance and 5 = exceptional significance.  
 
Beauty (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Historical significance (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Value for recreation (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Value for Tranquility (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
Rich in, or important to, wildlife (please circle number) 
0     1      2      3      4      5  
 
Please write the significance of the following criteria based on local knowledge. 
 
Beauty __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Historical Significance ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Value for recreation _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Rich in/important to wildlife_______________________________________________________ 
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