
COLERNE

THICKWOOD

NORTH 
COLERNE

To Bath

To The Shoe

To Chippenham

To Slaughterford

To Box

The Parish of 
Colerne

Fo
ss

e 
W

ay

Doncombe Brook

Lid Brook

By
 B

rook

C1
51

Lucknam
Park

Euridge
Manor

Widdenham
Farm

Westwood 

Eastrip

Hall Farm

Azimghur
Barracks

Drewetts Mill

Northwood 
Farm

Saltbox Farm

Park
Farm

Airfield

Sidney Farm

Mount Scylla 
Farm

Colerne
Park

Monk’s
Wood

By Brook

North Wood

Sewell
Wood

C151

School

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
ASSESSMENT

September 2018 



Place Studio NDP toolkit                          Neighbourhood Plan Evidence 

	

Colerne NDP Evidence Base    Statement of Landscape Character  

	

  
Character Areas – Sketch Map to indicate areas. 
Area 1 is hatched in green and surrounds area 2 

Colerne NPD Evidence Base Statement of Landscape Character

Area 1: Bybrook Character Area
Area 2: The Cotswold Dip Slope



Community Notes

Colerne NPD Evidence Base Statement of Landscape Character

Area 1: Bybrook Character 
- Overview Points

The northern 
parish boundary 
- Doncombe 
Brook flowing 
through 
Northwood, 
Fern Close, 
Matthew’s 
Wood and New 
Wood, joining 
the By Brook at 
Ford.

The southern 
boundary is 
marked by the 
By Brook which 
meanders in 
open pasture....

...looking up to 
the village and 
the distinctive 
landmark of the 
church, with 
large mature 
trees standing 
alone or within 
hedges as field 
boundaries.

On the eastern 
side, the By 
Brook runs 
between the 
woodlands of 
Colerne Park, 
Monks Park  and 
Weavern Wood, 
managed by the 
Woodland Trust.

Area 1: 
The By Brook character area can be sub-divided 
into two distinct areas. The section to the north is 
a narrow, wooded, steep sided valley with several 
tributaries winding from the west also forming 
deeply incised valleys. This enclosed intimate 
landscape contrasts strongly with the level open 
character of the adjacent Limestone Wold. 

The valleys are dominated by broadleaved 
woodland. This forms a patch work with small 
areas of calcareous species rich grassland on the 
upper slopes. The valley floor and lower slopes 
are pastoral with the meandering River By Brook 
a strong presence fringed by willows crossed by 
modest bridges. 

The southern section of the By Brook is broader 
with a wide, flat to gently undulating valley floor. 
The high and sometimes steep valley sides retain 
the sense of being in a valley by restricting and 
channelling views. Here pastoral fields dominate, 
with medium sized irregular fields bounded by 
healthy hedgerows. There are frequent hedgerow 
trees in some areas. . 

This southern section is a more open landscape 
with broadleaved woodland on valley slopes.

The valley is drained by the Lower By Brook, which 
flows south-westwards to join the River Avon at 
Batheaston and forms the eastern boundary to the 
parish.
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Area 2: The Cotswold Dip Slope 
- Overview Points

Looking north 
from the 
village, the 
large relatively 
level area is 
dominated by 
the former RAF 
airfield, still used 
by the MoD.

Increasing 
numbers of 
sheep over the 
last decade has 
meant more 
pasture... 

The woodlands 
are mainly in 
the valleys, 
with one or 
two exceptions 
including 
‘Frank’s Wood’ 
off Eastrip Lane, 
planted by the 
community 
and generously 
donated by 
Frank Entwistle 
in 2000. 

Gently sloping 
downland, 
mainly pasture 
with arable 
crops grown for 
winter feed.

.. with 
traditional iron 
park fencing 
installed by two 
of the large 
landowners.

Area 2:
The Cotswold Dip Slope forms “an area of raised 
and gently undulating farmland sloping to the east. 
The area is dissected by two steep and narrow 
valleys containing tributaries flowing to the By 
Brook. Settlement is also limited but varied with 
small traditional villages and scattered farmsteads. 
The western section is dominated by the modern 
development associated with military barracks and 
the airfield. Hangars and former military buildings 
exert a strong influence on local landscape 
character. 

Land cover and land use - predominance of arable 
farming and occasional pasture fields in valley 
locations. 

Landform is gently rolling and wide valleys are 
often perceived as part of the rolling landscape. 
Narrow valleys also occur. 

From a number of locations the absence of 
large woodlands allows for wide views over the 
neighbouring lowlands and northwards to the hills. 

In this extensive landscape, landmarks and 
landscape features are numerous. The earliest 
historic sites include funerary monuments from the 
Neolithic and Bronze Age and Iron Age hillforts…

…the overriding character of the landscape is 
derived from the parliamentary enclosures and 
farms that date from the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The influence of designed woodlands is also of 
significance…

Roads passing along and down the Dip-Slope give 
the landscape a distinct grain. Many of these have 
ancient origins.
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Area 1: Bybrook Character - Locally distinctive landscape 
features, characteristics and special qualities

The valleys are 
quiet and feel 
remote, peaceful 
and rural with few 
buildings.

Monk’s Wood 
and Colerne Park 
are not easily 
accessible, so 
remain quiet and 
undisturbed.

Disused farm 
buildings add an 
air of remoteness.
Weavern Farm 
was next to the 
former Weavern 
Mill with the 
only remaining 
evidence being 
sluices and a leat.

Lanes run from 
the village to the 
valleys, mostly 
single track with 
passing places.

Pastoral 
farmland with 
small patches of 
woodland, with 
smallish fields 
bordered by 
hedgerows and 
mature trees.

Area 1:
•	 Intimate,	small	scale	landscape	with	landform	

and woodlands restricting long views out of the 
valley. 

•	 Strong	sense	of	enclosure	giving	a	remote,	rural	
character.

•	 Some	significant	areas	of	woodland,	a	number	
of which are ancient semi-natural woodlands, 
particularly on steeper slopes of the valleys cut 
by tributaries. 

•	 Predominance	of	open	pastoral	farmland	
divided by hedgerows into a variety of field 
sizes. 

•	 Small	scale	quarries	and	mines.	

•	 Associations	with	the	18th	and	19th	century	
weaving industry with weavers cottages, mills 
and other industrial relics. 

•	 Intimate	network	of	rural	roads	and	sunken	
lanes.

•	 Intact	network	of	hedgerows.
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Area 2: The Cotswold Dip Slope - Locally distinctive 
landscape features, characteristics and special qualities

The main 
landmarks seen 
from the hills 
around the 
village are the 
13C church and 
20C water tower. 
Making the 
distinctive ‘village 
on the hill’.

Drystone walls - 
some maintained 
and others left 
to collapse and 
replaced with 
barbed wire.

Gently undulating 
and open 
landscape - 
typical of the 
Cotswolds. Large 
areas are farmed 
organically.

The MoD has still 
a large impact 
over a large area 
of the parish.

Country lanes 
connect villages, 
farms and 
hamlets.

Area 2:
•	 Gently	undulating	landscape	dissected	by	

narrow, steep valleys. 

•	 Rural	and	open	with	a	sense	of	elevation.	

•	 Agricultural	landscape,	varying	in	scale	from	
large open arable fields to smaller scale mosaic 
of arable and pasture. 

•	 Limited	woodland	cover	with	intermittent	
copses and shelterbelts within the agricultural 
land. 

•	 Strong	hedgerow	structure,	but	few	hedgerow	
trees. Drystone walls more prominent around 
settlement. 

•	 Sparsely	settled	with	a	pattern	of	small	
nucleated villages, isolated farmstead and 
military barracks. 

•	 Network	of	rural	lanes	connect	villages	and	
farmsteads. 

•	 Peaceful	rural	character.
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Area 1: Bybrook Character 
- Landscape Issues / Forces for Change

Changing 
agricultural 
practices 
and intensive 
agricultural 
practices.

There were 
numerous mills 
along that By 
Brook, the last 
one closed in 
the 1980’s, the 
remaining mill 
buildings are 
Drewetts Mill and 
Pinchin’s Mill in 
Box.

Potential 
conversion of 
vernacular farm 
buildings.

An increase in 
‘pony paddocks’.

Electricity pylons 
march across the 
countryside.

Area 1:
•	 Development,	expansion	and	infilling	of	

settlements including residential, industrial and 
leisure along the valleys including expansion up 
the valley slopes 

•	 Decline	in	species	rich	grasslands	and	hay	
meadow with intensification of agricultural 
practices. 

•	 Isolated	development	such	as	new	single	
dwellings on the valley slopes that might 
compromise the rural character. 

•	 Reversion	of	previous	industrial	landscapes	to	
unmanaged sites.

•	 Conversion	of	traditional	farm	buildings	to	new	
uses.

•	 Deterioration	in	condition	of	vernacular	farm	
buildings. 

•	 Loss	of	vernacular	architectural	features	such	as	
old barns and industrial heritage features such 
as mills.

•	 Solar	Farms	

•	 Introduction	of	vertical	elements	such	as	
communication masts, wind turbines and 
electricity pylons, particularly on valley rims.
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Area 2: The Cotswold Dip Slope 
- Landscape Issues / Forces for Change

Potential 
larger housing 
development on 
the MoD site.

Large agricultural 
buildings.

Potential 
conversion of 
vernacular farm 
buildings.

Small holdings, 
with a mix of 
livestock - pigs, 
goats, chickens, 
turkeys.

Large ‘barns’ for 
modern farm 
machinery.

Area 2:
•	 The	conversion	of	remaining	grassland	sites	to	

arable farming. 

•	 The	loss	or	poor	management	of	remaining	
field boundaries breakdown the structure of the 
landscape.

•	 Agricultural	intensification	and	diversification.

•	 Ad	hoc	woodland	and	shelterbelt	planting	
would compromise the otherwise open 
character of the landscape. 

•	 Re-use	of	decommissioned	airfields	for	large	
scale residential development or industrial uses 
including solar farms. 

•	 Development,	expansion	and	infilling	of	
settlements, including residential, industrial and 
leisure 

•	 Introduction	of	vertical	elements	such	as	
communication masts, wind turbines, drilling 
rigs, electricity pylons and large road signs, 
particularly on prominent slopes. 
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Other, new or additional points: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS 

• Landscape: Cotswold AONB 

• Historic: Listed Buildings & Conservation Area / Scheduled Monuments (the largest being Bury 
Wood Camp hillfort and earthwork enclosure 750m north of Raffinwood House) 

• Biodiversity: Colerne Park and Monk's Wood Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) / many 
areas of deciduous and ancient woodland (notably North Wood forming a boundary to the 
north of the parish and Sewell Wood) Colerne Airfield - Colerne Airfield is a County Wildlife Site 
with an area of limestone grassland at the side of the airfield with a fairly species-rich floral 
composition including pyramidal and bee orchids, and rich fauna including great crested 
newts, skylarks, golden plover and a good assemblage of butterflies. 

• Other (floodplain, PROWs): MOD Land / PROWs crisscross the parish. 

What makes Colerne and environs so special is that it’s ‘The Village on the 
Hill’, surrounded by an AONB. 

It’s perceived isolation and relatively difficult access help create a sense of 
independence, and maintaining that is extremely important. 

The views looking north from Rudloe and Kingsdown are perfect examples 
of looking at an ancient English settlement that has evolved over centuries. 

The steep hills and valleys are ideally suited for livestock farming, meaning 
that many of the fields are relatively small. Maintaining the hedges and 

trees for shelter and shade, helping bio-diversity and encouraging wildlife.


