	Minutes of Meeting
A meeting of Colerne Parish Council took Place.
On: Tuesday 5th December 2023
At: The Colerne Old School, SN14 8EL

[bookmark: _Hlk146655760]The following members were present:
IN THE CHAIR:   Richard Tonge (RT)
PRESENT:   A. Clarke (AC) G Thomas (GT),) J. Mellet (JM) C. Chandler (CC) R. Child (BC) 
IN ATTENDANCE:) Clerk, B Mathew (BM) Unitary Councillor.  S. Parker (SP).    3 members of the public.

	Item
	
	

	423. 3
	To receive and accept apologies for absence:   Cllrs.  M. Griffiths (MG) B. Pike (BP) P. Chamberlain (PCC)
	

	424. 
	Declaration of Interest.  None
	

	425. 
	Chairs Report. Cllr. RT reported that 2 boys will be working with the Village Ranger as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Awards.    
	

	426. 
	Members of Public Question Time.  
Ann Atkinson from the Colerne WI Group requested a grant for the WI to help pay for their speakers. 
	

	427. 
	To receive for approval minutes of the Council meeting held on 7th November 2023. 
All approved.
	

	428.   
	Matters Arising. Cllr. GT. said the residents in Forrester Green are happy with the new bench.
The difference in the total received for the allotments has been resolved.  He asked if we know who oversees changing the flag, clerk will check if it is Cllr MG.   
Item 11.  Sports Working Group.  Cllr. JM proposed we try and set up a community sports working group.  All agreed.
	

	429. 
	Planning Applications Determined. 
PL/2023/06638 -: 2 OGBOURNE, COLERNE, CHIPPENHAM, Decision: Approve with Conditions 
PL/2023/08141 -: 7 Poplar Way, North Colerne.  Approve with Condition
	

	430. 
	Planning Applications Received
PL/2023/09259   7 Hillcrest, Thickwood Estate, Certificate of Lawfulness for the annexe to be used as a dwelling house.   Cllr BC proposed no objections, seconded by JM All Approved.
	

	431. 
	Finance Payments.  Please see separate sheet for list of payments.
	

	432. .
	Reports from Working Groups.
To receive updates from working groups.
Allotments.  Cllr. GT. reported that he has shut off the water and drained down the system before the frost comes and that the top of the hedge has been cut.
Cllr. JM said she has been given the details of someone who can help with the purchase of the land with Mr. Gifford for £350.  She will send the details to all councillors for discussion at a future meeting.
Finance Recommendation.    Football Club Mower.   Recommendation to purchase a mower and loan it to the Football club.  After discussion on where it will be kept and will it increase our insurance.  Cllr. RT proposed the council purchase it; 5 approved GT abstained.
Idverde contract.  Cllrs discussed the contract and agreed to send them a list of times they have been out and to ask for a refund for the month they did not come out.   Recommendation to cancel the contract at the end of March 2024 and do a trial period with the VR cutting the grass.  5 approved GT abstained.
Recommendations from the Finance committee: -
Please see report attached to minutes.
	

	433. 
	Grant Request from Colerne WI.   Cllrs. Discussed the Colerne WI’s request for a grant for speakers.  Cllr. DT proposed a grant of £250.  Seconded by Cllr. JM All approved.
	

	434. 
	Forrester Green Bench request for Plaques.  Cllrs discussed the requests for plaques on the bench, the council policy is if people wish to purchase the bench, they can put a plaque on it.  Clerk to write to all of them explaining this.
	

	435. 
	Clerk Report.  The Village ranger has put new storage cupboards in the storeroom, for the after-school club and some of the council’s equipment.  
A request for an incontinence bin in the gents in the public toilets was approved.
	

	436. 
	Items for Parish Magazine. Planning Applications. Duke of Edinburgh Award, thanks to Cllr. GT and VR for fitting the bench at Forrester Green, Christmas Lights.  The councillors said the Christmas market was a success.
	

	437. 
	AOB. None
	

	438. 
	Confidential Item.  The Recommendations from the Personnel Committee was approved.
	


Next Parish Council meeting: 6th February unless there is an EOM in January on the 9th. 

